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“We work together for God. You are God's farm.
You are God's house.” 1 Corinthians 3:9

Sunday 16th October 2016, 6.30pm
The Methodist Church
High Street, Watton-At-Stone - SG14 3SX

Order of Service
Welcome – Revd John Buxton
 Introit (STF 30 – Verse 1)
Jesus stand among us
At the meeting of our lives;
Be our sweet agreement
At the meeting of our eyes.
O Jesus, we love You, so we gather here;
Join our hearts in unity and take away our fear.

Responsive Praise – Revd Kathryn Taylor
Lord, you have been our dwelling place throughout all the generations. Ps 90:1

You, O Lord, have been a dwelling place for us and our children.
Before the mountains were born or you brought forth the earth and
the world, from everlasting to everlasting you are God. Ps 90:2
You, O Lord, have been with us for these ten years!
God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble. Ps 46:1
You, O Lord, have been our refuge and our strength!
The Lord Almighty is with us; the God of Jacob is our fortress. Ps 46:7, 11
You, O Lord, are the eternal One and we have trusted you.
Because of the Lord's great love we are not consumed, for his
compassions never fail (pause) Great is your faithfulness.

Lamentations 3:22, 23

You, O Lord, have been our faithful One!
Jesus said, "I will build my church and not even death will ever be
able to overcome it." Matthew 16:18
You, O Lord, have built your church in this place
and we have been blessed. Amen.
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 Hymn – Tune: Westminster Abbey (STF 677)
Christ is made the sure foundation,
Christ the head and cornerstone,
chosen of the Lord, and precious,
binding all the Church in one;
holy Zion's help for ever,
and her confidence alone.
To this temple, where we call thee,
come, O Lord of Hosts, today;
with thy wonted loving-kindness
hear thy servants as they pray;
and thy fullest benediction
shed within its walls always.
Here vouchsafe to all thy servants
what they ask of thee of gain;
what they gain from thee, for ever
with the blessèd to retain,
and hereafter in thy glory
evermore with thee to reign.
Praise and honour to the Father,
Praise and honour to the Son,
laud and honour to the Spirit,
ever Three, and ever One,
consubstantial, co-eternal,
while unending ages run.
(Words: Latin, seventh century; Trans. John Mason Neale, 1851)
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Prayer of Confession – Revd John Buxton
Gracious God,
As we hear your call to fast, we confess our greed.
As we hear your call to prayer, we confess our indifference.
As we hear your call to give, we confess our selfishness.
We have put our own needs before the needs of others.

We have ignored the cries
of other members of our global family.
We have been slow to achieve the vision,

which you invite us to share.
Merciful God,

May our hearts be strangely warmed in this moment
as we receive the assurance that our sins – even ours
– are forgiven through Jesus Christ our Saviour, Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer
 Hymn (STF 663)
I, the Lord of sea and sky
I have heard my people cry
All who dwell in dark and sin
My hand will save.
I who made the stars of night
I will make the darkness bright
Who will bear my light to them?
Whom shall I send?
Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord?
I have heard you calling in the night.
I will go, Lord, If you lead me.
I will hold your people in my heart.
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I, the Lord of snow and rain
I have borne my people's pain
I have wept for love of them - They turn away.
I will break their hearts of stone
Fill their hearts with love alone
I will speak my word to them - Whom shall I send?
I, the Lord of wind and flame
I will tend the poor and lame.
I will set a feast for them - My hand will save
Finest bread I will provide,
Till their hearts be satisfied.
I will give My life to them - Whom shall I send?
Daniel L. Schutte (b.1947)

Reflection - Why HAEBEA? Where did it all start?
Commissioning of John Ellis as Lay Pastor at
Watton-at-Stone Methodist Church
By Revd Barbara Evans-Routley
“Time To Rejoice” – Revd Thurairajah Samuel
 Hymn - Sung through Twice (STF 78)
Give thanks with a grateful heart.
Give thanks to the Holy One
Give thanks because He’s give Jesus Christ, His Son.
And now let the weak say “I am strong”,
Let the poor say, “I am rich”
Because of what the Lord has done for us.
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Gracious God we give thanks as we celebrate
the 10th anniversary of HAEBEA
and the journey that started after many plans,
after many dreams and after receiving your Spirit.
We celebrate all the joys
that have been come to birth in these 10 years.
We celebrate all the happy times,
all the accomplishments,
and all the triumphs.
Thank you, Lord, for blessing us. Amen

 Hymn – Tune: Battle Hymn (H&P 242)
Mine eyes have seen the glory of the coming of the lord,
He is trampling out the vintage
where the grapes of wrath are stored,
He hath loosed his fateful lightning
of His terrible swift sword,
His truth is marching on
Glory! Glory ! Hallelujah! Glory! Glory! Hallelujah
Glory! Glory ! Hallelujah! His truth is marching on.
He is coming like the glory of the morning on the wave,
He is wisdom to the mighty,
He is honour to the brave,
So the world shall be His footstool
and the soul of wrong His slave,
Our God is marching on
Glory! Glory ! Hallelujah! Glory! Glory! Hallelujah
Glory! Glory ! Hallelujah! His truth is marching on.
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Gracious God,
as we celebrate our past and rejoice in our present,
we also look forward with eager eyes to the future.
We pray that you would continue to make your love
known among us. Give us a zeal for mission.
Help us to encourage our Churches
to look beyond their denominational walls
to those who do not know you in their community. Make
HAEBEA to be a blessing to those we work with,
and unite us to move forward
with strength toward what lies ahead. Amen.

 Abba Father, let me be
Yours and Yours alone.
May my will for ever be
Evermore Your own.
Never let my heart grow cold,
Never let me go.
Abba Father, let me be
Yours and Yours alone.

(STF 439)

Father God, we praise you for the great privilege,
which is ours this day to humbly come before you,
and lovingly praise and thank you
as we reflect on the history of HAEBEA.
Many people have come and gone from us over these years,
and we are thankful for what each one has contributed
to HAEBEA.
We continue to pray for your gracious Spirit to work
through us as we commit to work for you.
May we be faithful in hearing the Holy Spirit,
in proclaiming the Good News of Jesus,
and being a gift to our world. Amen.
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Offering and Dedicatory Prayer
Prayers of Intercessions
Church of England – Revd Anne Kosla
Church Langley LEP, St James with St Luke’s LEP, Christ Church LEP.

For the past ten years, O God, you have blessed your people in this
Area. As you guided and protected your people of Israel,
so you have guided us. We thank you this day for the past,
in which you have made known your salvation time and time again.
While we celebrate the past, we nevertheless do not forget
that you are with us this very moment in the gathering here,
at Watton at Stone. And today we pray for those in present need…
For Your past and present blessing,

We give you thanks and pray, O Lord.

Methodist Church – Mr John Ellis
Leaside Ware, St Andrew’s The Stow, Epping Methodist Church, North Weald
Methodist Church, Hertford Methodist Church, Hoddesdon Methodist Church,
Watton at Stone Methodist Church, Christ Church LEP, St James with St Luke’s LEP.

And even as we celebrate our past and rejoice in our present, we
also look forward with eager eyes to the future. We pray that you
would continue to make your saving acts known among us.
Give us a zeal for mission. Help us to look beyond our walls to those
who do not know you. Make our Churches all seventeen of them a
blessing to those around us, and embolden us to move forward with
strength toward what lies ahead.
For our future,
We pray your Guidance and blessing.
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United Reformed Church – Mrs Wendy Cooper
Church Langley LEP, David Livingstone URC, Trinity URC, Leaside Ware,
Roydon URC, Hatfield Heath URC, Epping URC, Ongar URC.

God of all grace, we thank you that you have this day refreshed
us with your living Spirit. We thank you that for many years
you have made your saving presence known among us through
the activities of your Church, and that month after month,
year after year, you have constantly blessed our commitments
for your Kingdom. Today may we be strengthened in our faith,
and given resolve in our purpose to move forward in grace.
Through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and rules
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

 Hymn – Tune: ‘Hyfrydol’
God who sets us on a journey
To discover, dream and grow,
Lead us as you led your people
In the desert long ago;
Journey inward, journey outward,
Stir the spirit, stretch the mind,
Love for God and self and neighbour
Marks the way that Christ defined.
Exploration brings new insights,
Changes, choices we must face;
Give us wisdom in deciding,
Mindful always of your grace;
Should we stumble, lose our bearings,
Find it hard to know what’s right,
We regain our true direction
Focused on the Jesus light.
9

End our longing for the old days,
Grant the vision that we lack –
Once we’ve started on this journey
There can be no turning back;
Let us travel light, discarding
Excess baggage from our past,
Cherish only what’s essential,
Choosing treasure that will last.
When we set up camp and settle
To avoid love’s risk and pain,
You disturb complacent comfort,
Pull the tent pegs up again;
Keep us travelling in the knowledge
You are always at our side;
Give us courage for the journey,
Christ our goal and Christ our guide.
Words: Joy Dine (1937 – 2001)

Gospel: Matthew 28: 16 – 20 (Revd Erica Beglin)
Jesus Appears to His Disciples

The eleven disciples went to the hill in Galilee where Jesus had
told them to go. When they saw him, they worshiped him,
even though some of them doubted. Jesus drew near and said
to them, “I have been given all authority in heaven and on earth.
Go, then, to all peoples everywhere and make them my
disciples: baptize them in the name of the Father, the Son,
and the Holy Spirit, and teach them to obey everything I have
commanded you.
And I will be with you always, to the end of the age.”
This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Sermon

“Where are we going?”
Revd John Buxton

 Hymn – Tune: St George’s, Windsor (SFT 412)
See how great a flame aspires,
Kindled by a spark of grace.
Jesu’s love the nations fires,
Sets the kingdoms on a blaze:
To bring fire on earth He came;
Kindled in some hearts it is;
O that all might catch the flame,
All partake the glorious bliss!
When He first the work begun,
Small and feeble was His day:
Now the word doth swiftly run;
Now it wins its widening way:
More and more it spread and grows,
Ever mighty to prevail;
Sin’s strongholds it now o’erthrows,
Shakes the trembling gates of hell.
Heirs of God, your Saviour praise,
He the door hath opened wide;
He has given the word of grace,
Jesu’s word is glorified;
Jesus, mighty to redeem,
He alone the work hath wrought;
Worthy is the work of Him,
Him who spake a world from naught.
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Saw you not the cloud arise,
Little as a human hand?
Now it spreads along the skies,
Hangs o’er all the thirsty land.
Lo! the promise of a shower
Drops already from above;
But the Lord will shortly pour
All the Spirit of His love.
Charles Wesley (1707-1788)

Benediction

Organist: Mrs Sue Finney
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