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Dear Friends,
This morning I had to speak at two school assemblies on the subject of democracy. How,
you might ask, did I get saddled with that one, and what does a Methodist minister know
about democracy anyway? The fact that Ofsted requires British Values to be taught in school
assemblies, is, I think, the answer to the first question; that and I didn’t want to say “No” to
the head teacher when she asked me to do it, is the whole answer to it. The answer to the
second question is frankly, “not a lot,” but I decided that what the head teacher wanted and
what the children needed, was not a scholarly explanation of democracy, so much as my
understanding of its Christian underpinnings. What does the Bible have to say about it, and
why might God think that this form of government which Churchill once said, “is the worst
form of government, except for all others,” is quite a good one?
Well, if you look it up in concordance you will discover that the word “democracy”
comes up exactly zero times in scripture. From Genesis through Revelation, it never even
gets a mention, but there are a lot of principles in scripture that might be termed,
“democratic.” Justice, respect, and care for friend and enemy alike are all important biblical
themes. We are “to seek justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with our God,” says Micah
6:8. We are to “be kind to one another, tender-hearted, and forgiving towards others,” says
Ephesians 4:32. But the text that makes me think most about the underlying biblical
principles for democracy is Genesis 1:27: “So God made human beings in his own image,
male and female he created them. ” All of us, says the Bible, are made in the image of God.
So, after a little preamble, I read the text and said to the children, “The Bible tells us that
all of you have something of God inside of you. You are all made in God’s likeness. All the
people in the world, whatever their colour, gender, age, culture, health, or creed have this
‘divine something or other’ which is in them and for them, making them all precious and
wonderful.” In truth, I got downright preachy about it. “That means,” I said, “that everyone
is special, and everyone has a place, and everyone deserves to have a say.” It was, I think,
the bit about God somehow being in them that got to them. In fact, it gets to me too, and
there, as I looked at this culturally diverse, large group of children, I felt that, at least for
some of them, a precious penny was dropping. All of them had something of God inside
their very selves. All of them deserved a voice and a place. To an onlooker it might not have
seemed like much, but it felt as if we were learning, or in my case relearning, something
very important indeed.
In Christ, Rev. Blair
Holiday Club – Please could you be aware that we are planning another Holiday
Club for this coming Summer and that it is to take place on the mornings of
August 5th to 9th. There is a lot of work to be done between now and then but
please put it in your calendars now.
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QUOTABLE QUOTES
One of the best legacies a father can leave his children is to love their mother. C Neil Strait
Anything is a blessing which makes us pray. C H Spurgeon
A prayer in its simplest definition is merely a wish turned God-ward. Phillips Brooks
The Lord’s Prayer is not, as some fancy, the easiest, the most natural of all devout utterances.
It may be committed to memory quickly, but it is slowly learned by heart.
A clenched fist produces anger; an open hand produces harmony.
A mother can touch a whole generation just by loving her own child well.
None are so near falling as those who are most confident in their own standing. W Burkitt
Every country has the government it deserves. French proverb
We must warn ourselves, over and over, that we cannot have something for nothing. R.Morley
One proof of the inspiration of the Bible is that it has withstood so much poor preaching.
A.Robinson
The Bible is meant to be bread for our daily use, not just cake for special occasions.

Our thanks to Lloyd Annobil as he retires
after six years as a Church Steward.
At the service on 6th January,
Blair thanked him and presented him with gifts on behalf
of the church.
If anyone feels God is calling them to offer as a Church Steward,
please see Blair or one of the Stewards.

Find out more at springharvest.org or speak to David Swindale
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SPUD AND PUD LUNCHES
(On the SECOND SATURDAY of each month at 12.15pm)
Book your place on the list on the coffee room notice board.

9th February & 9th March
£5 for lunch: jacket potato and fillings,
all included in the price.
coffee or tea,
home-made puddings,

We look forward to seeing you - good company and good food!

A small group of us are working away at the possibility of having a Time for God
Youth Worker from another country at our church, beginning in September for eleven
months. We don’t have much to report at this point, but the main sticking point may be
that the Time for God proposal requires that we provide housing. The hope is that
someone, or three separate families at St Andrew’s, will be willing to accommodate such
a young person for the said period or for one-third of the time each. But no one has come
forward yet to say that they are willing to do this.
Please could you make this a matter of prayer. There will be financial (£1815.00 in
total) help for whoever does it. The Youth Worker would go to their own home at
Christmas, and there would be many ways that the whole congregation could help out
during the year – for instance, a Sunday lunch rota could be arranged so that at least one
meal a week was taken off the hands of the host family or individual. It may be too that
for some of you the matter of gender would be important. Some families, for instance,
might feel safer if the youth worker was female, and perhaps could offer their
accommodation with that stipulation.
Please speak to Rev Blair, Helen Edwards, Lloyd Annobil, or Jean Gill if you are
interested.
************************
A CHOICE OF three Bible StudIES
The MONDAY group meets at 12 noon in the Sunshine Room.
Coffee and tea are provided but people are invited to bring a packed lunch so that we can
eat together as well as learn together. (See Blair for further details)
The TUESDAY evening group meets at 7.30pm in the chapel. See David Swindale for further details.
We are studying St John, a chapter each week, but will follow a Lent course from 12th March.
The SUNDAY evening group meets THE LAST SUNDAY OF THE MONTH at 6pm at
Lloyd and Alberta’s home in Bynghams. See Lloyd for further details.

Everyone is welcome to all groups, whether you attend our church or not.
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Home Freed: the Theology of Decluttering
By Jane Brocklehurst, Kindle edition, £1.99
Clutter begins in the mind, with a certain attitude toward material possessions. If we own
nothing at all, it makes us miserable because none of our basic human needs are met. So, it’s
logical to assume that the more we own the happier we will be, right? Well, no. Perhaps
surprisingly, having too many things also makes people miserable.
Drawing on the ancient wisdom of the Bible, Home Freed looks at the spiritual effects of living
with clutter and explores historical reasons why material overabundance has become a
lifestyle issue for so many people in Britain today.
There is practical advice on what to do about it, drawn from ten years’ decluttering
experience, including a flow chart designed to make it easier to decide what to keep, and what
to do with the rest of it. See your possessions differently and set yourself free.
Parish Pump

MIDWEEK SERVICES
Our once-a-month midweek service at 12.30pm - 1.00pm is on the
second Thursday each month,
and is followed by soup and roll plus cakes, tea or coffee.
Everyone is welcome. The dates are: 14th February and 14th March.

BIBLE VERSES NET Bible 1 Corinthians 13: 1 - 7 & 13
If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but I do not have love, I am
a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. And if I have prophecy, and know all
mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all faith so that I can remove
mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing. If I give away everything I
own, and if I give over my body in order to boast, but do not have love, I
receive no benefit.
Love is patient, love is kind, it is not envious. Love does not brag, it is not
puffed up. It is not rude, it is not self-serving, it is not easily angered or
resentful. It is not glad about injustice, but rejoices in the truth. It bears all
things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.
And now these three remain: faith, hope, and love. But the greatest of these is love.
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WHY BELIEVE the BIBLE?
One of the things we do every week in church is to read the Bible, but how can we know that
what it says is true?
The Bible is often referred to as “The Word of God”. This is not to say that God dictated
what was to be written. The Bible was written by diverse people from different countries and
cultures. Not only is it an account of creation but also of God’s involvement with mankind.
God spoke face to face with Adam and Eve and Moses, he spoke to the prophets who then
passed on what God had told them to say. We have the Bible as a record of these
conversations.
In Pauls second letter to Timothy chapter 3 and verse 16 we read “All Scripture is God
breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness.” God
has led and inspired the writers in what they have written. Reading what God has said and
done in the past can help and teach us today. There are many testimonies of people having
heard God speak to them as they have read the Bible.
You may wonder about the Old Testament but on many occasions Jesus quoted Old
Testament scriptures as part of his teaching, during His time of temptation in the wilderness
and in his arguments with the religious leaders of the time. Jesus clearly believed that the Old
Testament was the Word of God. The word Testament means agreement, so God’s “Old”
Testament with man was superseded by His “New” Testament. This does not negate what
God taught in the Old Testament but shows as John 3 verse 16 says that “God so loved the
world that he gave His only son, that whoever believes on Him should not perish but have
everlasting life”. The Old Testament was an agreement based on keeping laws, but the New
Testament is an agreement based on grace.
John’s gospel begins with the declaration that “In the beginning was the Word, and the
Word was with God, and the Word was God.” In Genesis God spoke …. And it was created.
God’s Word is powerful. In Ephesians, Paul is urging his readers to put on the full armour of
God, and he refers to the Word of God as being a sword of the Spirit. Paul knew and faced
persecution and opposition, as sometimes we find in our lives (some Christians face much more
than we do) and here he is saying that the Word of God, that is the Bible, is to be our sword, that
is we are to use it as Jesus did when he was tempted in the wilderness, as we face the arguments
put to us by the society we live in.
Jesus believed, trusted and used God’s Word and so should we. In order to be able to do
that we must read it and study it. Maybe you could join one of our Bible study groups as we
learn together what God has to say to us.
If you wish to follow personal study, many daily Bible notes are available from CWR,
Scripture Union, BRF and others. Each has different studies to choose from and are available
on-line or from Christian Bookshops, or BRF notes can be ordered from Joe-Ike Impraim at
church, saving postage charges.
For further reading you may be interested in a book by Erwin W Lutzer entitled “Seven
reasons why you can trust the Bible”
Susan Swindale
A CHRISTMAS THANK YOU FROM STREETS2HOMES
A very big thank you for the donation of clothes, toiletries and £20 which enables us to
continue to offer much needed provisions for the homeless and vulnerably housed.
The full letter of thanks is on the church notice board
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A cabbie is a fare-minded person.
A closed mouth gathers no foot.
A dentist and a manicurist fought tooth and nail.
A fine is a tax for doing wrong. A tax is a fine for doing well.
‘Are your father and your mother in?’ asked the vicar when the small boy
opened the door.
‘They was in,’ said the youngster. ‘But they is out.’
‘They was in. They is out. Where’s your grammar, young man?’
‘She’s gone upstairs, for a nap.’
First woman: I don’t see Charlie half as much as I used to.
Second woman: You should have married him when you
had the chance.
First woman: I did.
Man in car showroom: ‘I’ve come back to buy that car you showed me
yesterday.’
Sales assistant: ‘That’s fine, I thought you’d be back. Tell me, what was the
dominant feature which made you decide on this car?’
‘My wife.’
A minister in a little church announced: ‘Before we pass the collection plate, I would like to
request that the person who stole the chickens from Brother Martin’s hen house please
refrain from giving any money to the Lord. The Lord doesn’t want money from a thief!’ The
collection plate was passed around, and for the first time in months everybody gave.

PR

Feet smell? Nose runs? Hey, you’re upside down!

ER
AY

Lord Jesus, you showed us how love can change our world.
Patiently, you waited for your disciples to understand you.
Kindly, you reached out and healed the sick.
Humbly, you knelt to serve your friends.
You celebrated with those who were glad.
You wept with those who were grieving.
You forgave those who failed to support you.
You endured death for our sake and bore our insults.
You overcame death and opened the way to everlasting love.
Thank you, Jesus, Amen.
Alison Judd (From the Methodist Prayer Handbook)
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Dear friends,
I sometimes write a poem to help me understand a Bible passage that we are
studying at the Tuesday Bible Study Meeting. Here are a couple I wrote last year.
PSALM 90
Moses talks to God
Lord, from day one you have been our home.
Everlasting God, no start or end
and then you created this world.
You made us, and at your word we die.
You exist outside time, which you created:
a thousand years for us could be an hour or a
day to you.

Philippians 3: 12 – 14.
Paul sends a letter to his friends -

We glide in time and swiftly die,
a blade of grass that is cut.

BE GLAD IN THE LORD
I’m in a great race towards heaven.
Understand – I’m not perfect.
I’ve got more to learn still
but with Christ’s help I’ll get there.
So let’s forget the past
and look towards Jesus.
And the prize will be Christ:
me in him and he in me.

Our sins shout out to you
and we shrink in the light of your anger,
its power overwhelms us.
We may live seventy or eighty years
but often we waste them.
Then we fly away for ever.
Teach us to treasure our lives
and spend them as we should.
O Lord, come and bless us,
stop being angry and give us joy.
May we sing praises to you.
Show your miraculous power
and your greatness to our children.
May all that we do be blessed and a blessing.

Christ’s saving love made such a difference to the outlook of two Godly writers.
May God speak to each one of us as we study his Word.
Best wishes,
Hazel

HARLOW WINTER NIGHT SHELTER
As part of this church’s social responsibilities we are again acting as a host church for homeless
people, this year on a TUESDAY night. Our guests arrive from 8.00pm and we offer light
refreshments: soup, toast, cake etc., plus breakfast before they leave on Wednesday morning.
Hatfield Heath URC and Anglican Churches are helping us this year.
Please pray for this Christian service to the local community.
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In Memory of Lottie Glandfield
who died on 7th January, aged 102.
Before she went into Alexandra House, she was a member
of St Andrew’s and of our Women’s Fellowship.
We pray for her family and friends.

We have started the Data Mapping process of collectimg the names of those that
we hold information on. If you are one of the 21 church members who have been
issued with the questionaire, may I remind you to complete it and return it to the
Data Processor, please.
We must be ready to respond to a request from anyone we have data on, so if you
have not yet received a copy, but believe that you have information which should be
included, please contact Rev Blair or myself.
Bob Taylor (Data Processor)
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Offertory Envelopes for 2019-2020 Available on March 24th
Annual offertory envelope packs for 2019-2020 will be ready for collection on Sunday 24th March. As with last
year, in the interest of minimising wastage, envelope numbers that have not been used for more than six months
will not automatically carry through to new box sets. If affected members wish to resume using envelopes to
make donations, please ask Andrew Wong, the Envelopes Secretary, for a new pack. If you can Gift Aid your
donations, that would be great, as this can benefit the church by an extra 25% without costing you any more.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

An Update on “How are we doing, numerically speaking?”
Last year I wrote an article entitled “How are we doing, numerically speaking?” showing two graphs depicting
the average Sunday attendance and weekly offertory at St. Andrew’s over the period 2008-2017. A year has
passed since and I have updated the graphs to include figures for 2018, and also taken the opportunity to extend
the timeline backwards to 2004, where records for the full year first began. Thus now we have 15 years worth of
data to cogitate on.
As was indicated last time, numbers only represent a small part of church life, but are, nevertheless, useful
pointers to help us reflect on the past and plan for the future.
From the first graph, it can be seen that Sunday attendance remains stable throughout the 15 years, thanks in no
small part to the increasing number of children present. This is an accomplishment in itself and we should be
thankful for that. How are we best able to capitalize on the strength of our youths who will form our
congregation of the future? That is the challenge.
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Data Source: Church Weekly Notices

Moving on to the second graph on weekly offertory, apart from a dip in the middle, there is no
doubt that
amounts have increased over the 15 year period, even when the figures are adjusted to show the effect
of annual
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Any comments or observations on these graphs please contact:9

Andrew Wong
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Jean Gill & Margaret Torkildsen
Cecilia & Alexis Mojzes
Margaret Torkildsen & Gay Brown
Susan McKenzie & Gill Church
Jean Gill & Ann Kirkby

F

First Sat.
Second Sat.
Third Sat.
Fourth Sat.
Fifth Sat.

n
ers please contact Jea
e
t
n

First Sun.
Second Sun.
Third Sun.
Fourth Sun.
Fifth Sun.

Sylvia & Matt Franklin
Cecilia & Alexis Mojzes
Hazel Taylor, Andrew Proctor, & Gay Brown
Alison Brand & Joyce Fisher
Alison Brand & Joyce Fisher

TUESDAY @ 10am
during school term time only

Our grateful thanks to all who provide our church flowers
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Morning Worship & Infant Baptism - Rev Blair Kirkby
‘Holiday Club’ Meeting

Monday

4th

2.00pm

Thursday

7th

12.30pm

House Fellowship at the home of Jean and Tony Huckle
in Sawbridgeworth
Friendship Group at the home of Gill C in Pilkingtons

Saturday

9th

12.15pm

Spud and Pud Lunch

SUNDAY

10th

10.30am

Morning Worship - Prayer and Praise

Tuesday

12th

2.30pm

Women’s Fellowship

Wednesday 13th

7.30pm

HAEBEA Executive Meeting

Thursday

14th

12.30pm

Midweek Service

Saturday

16th

11.00am

Pop-in Prayers

SUNDAY

17th

10.30am

Morning Worship - David Swindale

SUNDAY

24th

10.30am
12.15pm
6.00pm

Morning Worship - Rev John Buxton
St Andrew’s Ghanaian Methodist Fellowship
Bible Study at Lloyd and Alberta’s house in Bynghams, CM19 5NS

Tuesday

26th

2.30pm

Women’s Fellowship

Wednesday 27th

7.30pm

Worship & Training Meeting

WOMEN’S WORLD DAY OF PRAYER
FRIDAY 1st MARCH
This year the Christian women of Slovenia have prepared the
service based on the parable of the Great Banquet.
In Harlow, the service is at 10.30am at St Pauls Church, The High.

DEADLINE FOR NEXT MAGAZINE
magazine@standrewsharlow.org.uk
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SUNDAY

3rd

10.30am

Morning Worship & Holy Communion, Confirmation and
Healing Service - Rev Blair Kirkby

Monday

4th

2.00pm

Wednesday

6th

10.30am

Ministerial Synod @ Hoddesdon

Saturday

9th

12.15pm

Spud and Pud Lunch

SUNDAY

10th

10.30am
2.30pm

Morning Worship on the first Sunday in Lent - Mr John Ellis
Church Council Meeting

Tuesday

12th

2.30pm

Women’s Fellowship

Wednesday 13th

7.45pm

HAEBEA Area Meeting

House Fellowship at Brenda’s home in Cooks Spinney

Thursday

14th

12.30pm

Midweek Service

Saturday

16th

11.00am

Pop-in Prayers

SUNDAY

17th

10.30am

Morning Worship - Mrs Christine Ripley

Thursday

21st

12.30pm

Friendship Group at Hazel’s home in Ladyshot

Saturday

23rd

10.00am

Training Day - Godly Play & Café Church @ Watton-at-Stone

SUNDAY

24th

10.30am

Morning Worship - Rev David Norkett

Tuesday

26th

2.30pm

Saturday

30th

bedtime

SUNDAY

31st

10.30am
12.15pm
6.00pm

Women’s Fellowship
put your clocks forward one hour
Morning Worship for Mothering Sunday - Rev John Buxton
St Andrew’s Ghanaian Methodist Fellowship
Bible Study at Lloyd and Alberta’s house in Bynghams, CM19 5NS

Church AGM on Sunday 19th May
All friends and members welcome.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Church HOLIDAY CLUB - Monday 5th August - Friday 9th August each morning
and a special Sunday Service - 11th August.
Can you help, pray and share ideas?
Please reserve the dates. There will be more information in the next magazine.
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Ac tio n fo r Childre n
Just before Christmas, Jason Munday, who is a music teacher, asked Maureen Buxton if
she would like him to present a concert of music at St Andrew’s by some of his most talented pupils, the proceeds to go to a good cause of her choice. Maureen chose Action
for Children and the concert raised £121 in donations. It was the ﬁrst time that Jason’s
pupils had played a mainly classical music concert but there were some very promising
pianists, clarinettists and saxophone players entertaining us. Thank you, Jason and thank
you, his students and thank you, Maureen.

This Christmas, the collections at the Carol Service and on Christmas day were also donated to Action for Children. These two events raised £367.72 - the most I have ever received for Christmas events.

At the same time, I sent Action for Children £312 from the opening of home collecting
boxes.

Thank you for your generosity in giving so well to this most worth-while of charities which
has its origins in Methodism, going back nearly 150 years.

John Hutchings
*****
Be my Vale ntine ?
St Valentine’s Day falls on 14th February and since the 18th Century has been associated
with the declaration of love, albeit anonymously. Originally this might be through the offering of sweets or ﬂowers, and now more commonly by the sending of an unsigned card.
One suggestion is that St Valentinus was a Roman Christian who performed weddings for
soldiers in the Roman army, even though they were not permitted to marry. According to
this story, Valentinus was sentenced to death for his offence, but during his imprisonment
prayed for the blind daughter of his judge, who miraculously recovered. Before his execution he left her a note, which he signed ‘Your Valentine.’
All of us long to know that we are loved by someone, but declaring our love to another is
always a risky business since we may be rejected. They may consider us not attractive
enough, or unsuitable in any number of other ways. The pain of unrequited love is indeed
great, and so many of us hold back because of the fear of rejection.
One thing we can be sure of, however, is that we are loved by God. He loves us because
He made us, and likes us as we are. He loves us because He gave His Son to die for us,
and thought we were worthy of such a sacriﬁce. Here is One who knows everything about
us and loves us just the same. His love is unchanging and unending and we need never
fear His rejection.
Here is the best declaration of love ever made. God says to you, “I have loved you with
an everlasting love (Jeremiah 31:3).”

Tony Horsfall, Parish Pump
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Malins a’s Sto ry
Malinsa has been remembered every week in our prayers in the chapel and in our church
services for more than a year. In case you have wondered who Malinsa is and why we
pray for her, this is her story.

Beth and I came to know Malinsa’s Sri Lankan father, Shilan, when he was studying for a
degree in London about six years ago. In his spare hours he worked on the coffee bar at
the Barbican Concert Hall and, through our frequent brief conversations, we became
friends. Beth and I were invited to his graduation ceremony in London where we were
happy to meet his wife Poornima and his mother, who came specially for the ceremony.

Malinsa was born in March 2015 while Shilan was still studying for his masters degree
but, when she was only two years old, Malinsa became desperately ill and was diagnosed
with a particularly rare and pernicious form of leukaemia. She spent most of the next year
in Great Ormand Street Hospital for Sick Children. She urgently needed a bone marrow
transplant but despite strenuous campaigns in India, Australia and Canada a match could
not be found. Neither Shilan nor Poornima proved to be a close enough match and all
seemed pretty hopeless. Shilan wrote to me asking us to pray for Malinsa (the family is
Christian) and I promised him that I would and that I would ask for her to be placed on
our church prayer list to be remembered regularly.
In the meantime, Shilan had completed his
Masters degree and the family were required to
return to Sri Lanka. Neither Shilan nor Poornima were allowed to work in the UK and they
could no longer pay the rent on their Ilford ﬂat.
They were removed to Home Office shared accommodation where they are awaiting
deportation, pending an appeal because of
Malinsa’s on-going treatment at G.O.S.
Shilan knows that to return to Sri Lanka now
would be a virtual death sentence for
Malinsa because the expertise and facilities
they have access to at G.O.S. would not be
available.

There was a partial breakthrough for Malinsa in
July of last year. An 80% umbilical cord match
became available for Malinsa and this was
used for stem cell transplant. She was very ill
after this treatment but now seems to be makMalinsa in the entrance to G.O,S. hospital. ing much more optimistic progress. Any infection is a huge risk to her though and she still
spends a great deal of her life in hospital.

Now you know much more about Malinsa, please continue to pray for this little girl and
the family. They will need support for a long while to come. And please pray, too, that
the Home Office will deal with their appeal with understanding and compassion. Shilan
and Poornima are so grateful for your love and prayers.
John Hutchings

