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From the Minister
Fruitfulness on the Frontline
There are times when we struggle to articulate our faith, and we each have ‘frontlines’ where we
engage with the life of the world. These can seem normal or routine locations, i.e., the post office,
the supermarket, the coffee shop, the family gathering, and the like. But these are the locations (or
Frontlines) where we most encounter non-Christians.
In order to explore this theme of living fruitful lives for Christ, I am starting groups in two venues for
the churches to meet in order to learn from one another about ‘Fruitfulness on the Frontline’. It has
been devised by Mark Greene of the London Institute for Contemporary Christianity. The groups will
involve the viewing of a video, reading scripture, reflecting, and learning from each other. I have
copies of all the relevant materials, so you don’t have to bring anything but yourself! And don’t
worry, as there will be no need to climb a soapbox – it’s simply a way of discovering how we can be
instrumental in demonstrating the love of God.
As you know, since I commenced my ministry among you, I have sought to duplicate study groups
across the four churches. This time, however, I am asking that we might try to gather together at
one of two venues. So, the choice of venue is yours. The start dates and venues are as follows:

Session 1: Thursday 17th October, 7.30pm at Epping United Reformed Church with 5 sessions to
follow.
OR
Session 1: Friday 18th October, 10.30am
follow.

at North Weald Methodist Church with 5 sessions to

Do come along and learn from your fellow Christians. You’ll be very welcome.

Instagram
Cecil is now on Instagram and can be followed at: instagram.com/haebea_east_minister.
“Join me as I highlight God’s work in four churches across West Essex”

Haebea
Reimagining Mission
At Epping Methodist Church on Wednesday 9th October, 7.15 for 7.30pm
Led by Lindsey Brown the Mission and Training Officer for the URC Eastern Synod, the evening will
focus on exploring new ways for churches, whether large or small, to explore new ways to share the
Gospel message with their local community.
All are welcome.
Can’t make it this time? Don’t worry, the evening will be repeated at Leaside, Ware on 4th February
2020.

Marriage & Relationships Discussion Evenings
We all live with a huge variety of relationships in our world; some closer and some more distant.
Within our circles of friends, family and acquaintances, most of us will have at least some experience
of conventional two-parent families, single parent families, cohabiting couples, single people, people
who have divorced and re-married, same-sex partnerships, and many others.
The Methodist Church in Britain have been on a “Pilgrimage of Faith” over the last 25 years to
discover how we can better express our love for God in how we love one another and enable each
other to love. Many courageous steps have already been taken. It has not been easy. We do not all
agree.
The journey has challenged us to listen and to learn from each other and to move together.
Sometimes, we find it hard to understand why others do not see things as we do. Yet as the
Methodist people, we have chosen to journey on together and find ways of living with contradictory
convictions.
The questions at the heart of this pilgrimage are fundamentally about how we can live and love
appropriately. Looking at these relationships raises questions about the nature of marriage,
cohabitation, living in relationships and living with different sexualities.
The 2019 Conference has published a report entitled “God in love unites us” which addresses many
of these issues together with resolutions about the nature of marriage within the Methodist Church
that will be put before the 2020 Conference for ratification.
To enable a better understanding of the report and the proposed changes to the definition of
marriage, a series of three Discussion Evenings will be held on;
•

Tuesday 22nd October 2019: 7.30pm at Hoddesdon Methodist Church

•

Thursday 21st November 2019: 7.30pm at St Andrew’s Methodist Church

•

Tuesday 14th January 2019: 7.30pm at Epping Methodist Church

The meetings are open to all who are interested, and you don’t have to be a Methodist to attend!
The focus for each meeting will be slightly different and although we hope people will attend all
three evenings, we do recognise that some may only be able to attend one or two – this is not a
problem… All are welcome!
The report and supporting material is available on the Methodist Church website:
https://www.methodist.org.uk/about-us/the-methodist-church/marriage-and-relationships-2019/

Epping Methodist Church
Women’s Fellowship restarted on 10th September with an opening social and reports. 15 ladies
attended and enjoyed tea and cakes. A representative from the children’s hospice, Haven House, is
coming to talk to us on 24th September and in October we welcome Micky Gordon talking about
Barpak Village and Janet Wallace telling us about the Gretna Girls. We meet on the 2 nd and 4th
Tuesdays of the month at 2.00pm in the Church Hall. All ladies very welcome.
Our Coffee Mornings continue to be well attended with several new faces in recent weeks and
everyone enjoys talking to Cecil when he pops in.
We remember all those in our Church who are feeling unwell.
Happy birthday to everyone who celebrate their birthdays this month.

Epping United Reformed Church
We enjoyed our harvest festival service led by Rev John Buxton. The children brought the
gifts forward during the first hymn for the Epping Forest Foodbank. We had a lovely harvest
display- a picture of it is on Cecil’s Instagram page.
Toddler Group enjoyed a coffee morning raising a fantastic £90 for Macmillan cancer
support. They also celebrated harvest festival during September with a service in the
sanctuary where the children enjoyed the story of the feeding of the five thousand and gifts
were brought for the Foodbank.
Please pray for Daphne as she is due to have her cataract operation.
Happy Birthday to George, Dick, Zoe, Callum and Isabel who all celebrate the birthdays in
October.

North Weald Methodist Church
I would like to say a big thank you to all those who helped at our Holiday@Home event
today (24th September), again not a lot of people but of those who attended I think they had
a very enjoyable time. Our next event will be on Tuesday 3rd December again 10am – 3pm.
This coming Sunday (29th September) is another fifth Sunday in the month when we are
invited to join Epping URC for their service at 11am. It will seem strange going to a service so
late as ours is normally 9.30am, having agreed to give this format for 5 th Sunday services a
trial we will ask everyone for their feedback at the end of the year.
At our recent Annual General Church Meeting held during the Sunday morning service, Mrs
Gill Green was formally confirmed as a Church Steward and Church Council Secretary, Chris
Deacon as treasurer, these jobs previously done by Brian Herring.
Many thanks to our ‘new’ part time gardener, Cecil generously gave of his time to help cut
the front grass at the church, it was a very warm day but he soon made short work of it.
With the rain we have had of late I somehow don’t think it will be its last cut!!!
Our recent quinquennial report showed up that the church roof (in places) is in need of
repair, there were other jobs that required work but the roof is the main urgent one, so we
are back to getting quotes to find out how much it’s going to cost us, so thinking caps on for
ideas to fundraise for the necessary pennies.
Chris met up with Brian and Elaine when their granddaughter Amelia was having a charity
stall at her house to raise funds for ‘The Children’s Society’; she did very well and collected
in total £53. Brian looked quite well but as ‘they’ say “looks can deceive”. We send him our
hopes and prayers for his latest round of tests. With a granddaughter like Amelia she will
certainly keep him on his toes.
Our thanks go out to our fellowship who continues to support the Harlow Food Bank. At the
present time the foodbank are grateful for any items but if possible they would appreciate
bags of sugar; long life fruit juice; tin rice and packets of biscuits.
Our prayers go out to anyone who is feeling a little ‘under the weather’ or who is in a dark
place, Revd. Cecil’s door is always open for a cuppa and a chat.

Ongar United Reformed Church
Quiz Night
We are arranging another of our twice yearly Quizzes. These are always a popular event with a
lovely atmosphere; once again Martyn Lockwood will be our Quiz Master. If you haven't joined us
before please do come, you will be assured of a welcome and there are questions to suit everyone ...
it's not 'University Challenge'!!!
We do need to keep raising funds to equip the new halls. The date is Friday 1st November 7.00 for
7.30pm, £6.00 per person teams of 8; bring your own drinks and nibbles (tea/coffee provided). To
arrange a lift (if needed) & book a table call Sandra on 01277 363927.

Outing
An outing is being arranged to Van Hage Garden Centre in Ware on 27th November. During the
Christmas season this is a winter wonderland, with beautifully landscaped gardens, over 1000 sq.
Meters of shopping space, a Miniature Railway, fully licensed FREE Animal Gardens, Ventura
Zoological Wildlife Gardens, and during the festive period they have a magical under cover Ice Rink
and Santa’s Grotto. Not forgetting their restaurant!
We will be departing Ongar 10.30am & Leaving Van Hage at 4.00 it's approximately a 30 minute
journey. Pick up will be at Two Brewers (where there is a free car park), the Railway station & Four
Wantz. Cost for the coach will be £13.00. Please give your name to Brenda, Sandra (01277 363927)
or speak to Pam at Open House if you would like to go.

Moving Back!
By the time you read this we should be close to moving back into the Church Halls. Can you all bear
in mind we need help with this, whether it's loading furniture from the farm store or unloading at
the Hall or unwrapping china and returning it to cupboards there's a job for all physical abilities.
Most welcome would be someone just to make tea for the workers! Keep an eye out for the date on
our Pew Sheet.

Ongar Churches Together
It has been decided that we will come together for One World Week on Saturday, 26th October, at
6.00pm at St. James' Church Hall, St. James' Avenue, Marden Ash. The evening will take the form of
a shared fellowship meal when we will share stories of our respective churches' links around the
world, reflecting these links in the dishes we bring. I will be putting a list at the back of the church
shortly so that, as Cecil and I are organizing the evening, we have some idea of likely numbers to
enable sufficient food to be prepared.

The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity in January 2020 will follow the same format as this year with
a short service of prayer and reflection at midday in the various churches, our day being Wednesday
so that Open House can join. More details will be given nearer the time.
Joan

Leprosy Mission
I now have catalogues for the Autumn/Winter season, which include Christmas cards, wrap, books
and other gifts. If you would like to see a catalogue and place an order (for which the church
receives commission) please let me know. I will also try to order some cards etc. for the Coffee
Mornings & Sales in October/November.
Joan

Publications
If anyone would like to order the URC Prayer Handbook for next year, priced at £4.99 plus p&p, or
the daily Bible notes, Fresh from the Word, priced at £9.99 plus p&p, please let me know. The more
orders I have the cheaper the price!
Fresh from the Word next year includes the Gospel of Matthew, Numbers, Jeremiah, Romans,
Thessalonians and Peter as well as many themed reflections, and provides reflections from people
around the world, often including crises in various countries allied to the daily reading.
Joan

Rededication Service
The date for this service is now Saturday 16th November at 3.pm. Please see Pew Sheet for any
changes to this date.

Carol Service
The time of our Carol Service has been changed to 6.30pm

Elders’ Meetings
8th October and 12th November. Church Meeting 19th November at 7.00

