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Dear friends,
We live in a world where this year there have been massacres in Tunisia, in Beirut , in
Egypt with the downing of the Russian airliner and now most recently in Paris.
It was a similarly disturbing world where Jesus was born, where Herod in the attempt
to get rid of Jesus massacred all children in Bethlehem two years old and under; where, as
Jesus was growing up in Galilee, he would have seen two thousand crosses lining the roads
- the Roman response to an attempted coup; where John the Baptist was beheaded for
speaking the truth; and where Jesus himself was to be crucified.
It was into that world that God himself entered to be born as the baby Jesus to Joseph
the carpenter and Mary, coming to reveal his love for all people. This year as once again
we reflect on the Christmas stories and the miracle that is the incarnation of Almighty God,
Creator of our infinite universe, let us feel again the amazing truth of eternal Love taking
on our human flesh. It is that eternal Love which is at the heart and meaning of the
universe, reaching out to all people.
Charles Wesley in hymn 199 ( Singing the Faith) has some quite amazing lines:

God the invisible appears: God, the blest, the great I AM
sojourns in this vale of tears, and Jesus is his name.
Stand amazed, ye heavens, at this! See the Lord of earth and skies;
humbled to the dust he is, and in a manger lies.
And so we can join in the opening of the fourth verse of the hymn

We, earth’s children, now rejoice, the Prince of Peace proclaim;
with heaven’s host lift up our voice, and shout Immanuels’s name.
Let us indeed proclaim this Christmas time eternal Love, Immanuel , “God is with us”
a message of love and hope for a troubled world.
John Buxton

CAROLS TOGETHER
On Sunday 13th December from 5.00pm - 6.30pm
At Harlow Leisure Zone, Second Avenue.
Harlow churches celebrate Christ’s birth together in the big carol sing-along.
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QUOTABLE QUOTES
It matters not how a man dies, but how he lives. - Samuel Johnson
Where there is no penitence there can be no progress. - Fr Andrew
Death, that final curb on freedom, has itself suffered a death blow through the resurrection of
Jesus. - Michael Green
Prayer is the contemplation of the facts of life from the highest point of view. - Ralph Waldo
Emerson
Every Christian needs an half hour of prayer each day, except when he is busy, then he needs
an hour. - Francis de Sales
We should spend as much time in thanking God for his benefits as we do in asking him for
them. - St Vincent de Paul
Willpower: the ability to eat one salted peanut – and stop.
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Rudolf and Gisela
wish all their church
friends and everyone
in the congregation a
joyous Christmas
and a Happy New
Year

Beth and John Hutchings
send season’s greetings to all
their friends at St Andrew’s
and wish them every blessing
at Christmas.

Happy Christmas
from Hazel and Bob
to all their friends at
St Andrew’s,
and Best Wishes for 2016

Margaret Torkildsen wishes
everyone at St. Andrew the
peace and joy of Jesus at
Christmas and through 2016.

Please let Hazel Taylor have contributions for the FEBRUARY/MARCH
MAGAZINE as early as possible
but it must be before THURSDAY 21st JANUARY
either TYPED, WRITTEN or by EMAIL: magazine@standrewsharlow.org.uk
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HELPFUL REMINDERS FROM THE FRIENDSHIP GROUP
Candles and tights which have rested in the freezer - last longer.
Remove chewing gum by cooling with an ice cube then chip it off.
Annoyed by adverts when you Google - ADBLOCK is a free download which blocks up to
200 adverts a day on Internet Explorer. Find it at http://simple-adblock.com/
A handy measure - a 2p piece is exactly one inch or two and a half centimetres across.
And if we get that promised snow - make a sledge from a large, flattened cardboard box!
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Amelia Emily, daughter of Amy and Richard Moore
And
Lottie Brenda, daughter of Kerry and Simon Hays
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Amelia, daughter of Erica and Asare Owusu-Boateng
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May God bless them and keep them,
and may the light of his love shine on them always.
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The Toc H prayer
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Great Words about the first CHRISTMAS from the Bible
And Mary gave birth to her firstborn son; and she wrapped Him in cloths, and laid
him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn…
So the shepherds came in a hurry, and found their way to Mary and Joseph,
and the baby as he lay in the manger.
When they had seen this, they made known the statement which had been told them
about this child. And all who heard it wondered at the things which were told them by the
shepherds.
But Mary treasured all these things, pondering them in her heart.
Luke 2: v 7 & 16 - 19 NASB
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Now will it work!? These are some of the instructions on my new pond pump.
The equipment is a kind of fixed appliance with rubber feet under it which can help the
equipment to fix on the slippy surface. Please avoid drop of it or wallop on it.
When know the frost is coming, please move away the UV filter.
Press the button on the both side of the filter basket, turn the combined parts withershins
till the position of lock 3’ 5’ 6’ combined parts.
After replacement or clean, please install it in the contrary steps.

When applying for a job, get your CV right…
I am a rabid typist.
My intensity and focus are at inordinately high levels, and my ability to complete projects
on time is unspeakable. I was instrumental in ruining an entire operation for a Midland chain
store.
I had exposure to German for two years, but many words are not appropriate for
business.
Personal interests? Donating blood. 15 gallons so far.
Strengths: My ability is to meet deadlines while maintaining my composer.
Don't take the comments of my former employer too seriously, they were unappreciative
beggars and slave drivers.
Qualifications: no education. My experience is probably not good to mention.

And finally - a couple for Christmas
What do you call a snowman with a suntan?
A puddle.
Steve: What's your father getting for Christmas?
Dave: Overweight.
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A Christmas quiz
1. According to the 1st chapter of Matthew, ‘Immanuel’ is interpreted to mean ___ ____ ___.
2. The Moabite widow, Ruth, is mentioned by name only 12 times in the book named after
her, and not again until Matthew 1:5. What makes this woman’s life so significant to the birth
of Jesus Christ?
3. An angel of the Lord told Joseph, Mary’s betrothed, ‘Do not _______ to take Mary as your
wife, for that which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit.’
4. What caused Elizabeth’s unborn baby to leap for joy in her womb, when she was visited by
her relative Mary?
5. What was the angel’s name who visited Mary to tell her she had been chosen to be the
Mother of our Lord Jesus Christ?
An
6. What does Bethlehem mean?
swe
rs o
7. Why did Mary and Joseph travel to Bethlehem?
np
age
8
8. What did the angels say to the shepherds?
9. What did the chief priests tell Herod that worried him so much?
10. Why was ‘a voice heard in Ramah, weeping and great mourning?’

SPUD & PUD LUNCHES
Please join us for Spud & Pud lunches one
Saturday a month at 12.15pm.
Menu
Jacket Potato, choice of four fillings, cheese, Baked
Beans, Tuna or Ham.
Delightful choice of puddings, made & donated by the
ladies. Tea or Coffee to follow.
Price £5.00 - what a bargain.
Please put the dates in your diary or calendar.
19th December 2015 (Christmas lunch for all)
16th January 2016
13th February 2016
19th March 2016
16th April 2016
21st May 2016 (with Stall)
There is a list in the main hall every month, so please
sign up, so it helps us with catering.
We look forward to seeing you there.
Rev Sam, Hilda & Jean.

BIBLE STUDY - learning together Everyone welcome - we meet in the Chapel, at 7.30pm each Tuesday,
using the car park entrance.
Please note - 22nd December meeting is at Hazel and Bob’s home in Ladyshot.
(Light refreshments will be served at 7.30pm. Please ask for directions if you want
to join us. There is no meeting on 29th December.
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1. Revised Gift Aid Declaration Form
A revised ‘Gift Aid Declaration Form’ has been issued by the Methodist Church. This incorporates the
following sentence which is required by the HMRC from 6/4/2016 onwards:
“I am a UK taxpayer and understand that if I pay less Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax than the
amount of Gift Aid claimed on all my donations in that tax year it is my responsibility to pay any
difference”.
This means, in practice, for every pound you donate to the Church, you need to have paid 25p in tax for
a particular year to enable the Church to claim tax rebate through Gift Aid for that year.
A copy of this revised form shall be distributed to those currently on our Gift Aid register. When you
receive the form, please complete and return to me, Andrew Wong, Envelope Scheme and Gift Aid
Secretary. We look forward to your continuing support of the Church.
Please don’t forget to notify your Gift Aid Secretary if there are any changes in your tax circumstances
which could affect the claiming of Gift Aid rebates.
2. Sponsorship and Gift Aid Declaration Form
A revised ‘Sponsorship and Gift Aid Declaration Form’ has also been issued. If you are organising a
sponsored charity event, please make use of this form. In order for the Church to claim tax rebate
through Gift Aid, then all you need to do is to ensure that eligible sponsors put down their names,
addresses and post codes, and tick the Gift Aid column on the form. This alleviates the need to collect
separate Gift Aid Declarations from individual sponsors, thus saving a considerable amount of work. So
if you are thinking of organising such an event, a sponsored walk perhaps, please ask me for a copy of
the form.
Can I use this opportunity to emphasis once again that if you are a tax payer and choose to Gift Aid your
envelope donations, it gives the church the ability to increase the value of your contribution by up to
25%. So please give some thoughts to the possibility of Gift Aiding your donations. It won’t cost you a
penny more, but will be of great help to the Church.
Andrew Wong
Envelope Scheme and Gift Aid Secretary

LAST POSTINGS FOR
CHRISTMAS
Rest of world - varies from 4th - 10th
December
Europe - varies from 10th - 18th
December
BRITAIN
Saturday 19 December 2nd Class
Monday 21 December 1st Class
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EDITOR’S LETTER
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Dear friends,

Once again my thoughts turn to angels as we near the Christmas season.
When Elijah was so depressed that he wanted to die, God sent an angel with
food and water. Elijah had curled up under a broom tree in the wilderness and
fallen asleep. And it wasn’t just dry bread to keep him alive, that the angel
provided, but a delicious hot cake, just baked on some hot stones that had
appeared near his head. Then he was told to sleep again. And the same thing
happened again after he’d had a good sleep. The angel came and woke him a
second time and there was another hot cake and water. God was so gentle and
caring. He understood how Elijah felt and sent the very thing he needed.

The angel that came to the shepherds on the hillside outside Bethlehem
didn’t bring hot cakes, but good news, and told them about a sign. We are used
to signs pointing us towards a place, or in adverts, enticing us to buy. But the
sign for the Son of God was small, humble and insignificant. Modern pictures of
the stable are usually sanitised and sparkly, with good lighting and clean
animals. But our Saviour came into this world as a helpless baby whose crib
was a feeding trough in a dirty outhouse. He came to show us that leadership is
about service and sacrifice. And he lived a life so different from the religious
leaders of his day that most of them didn’t recognise the Messiah when they met
him. God trusted an ordinary couple, Mary and Joseph, with the care of his
beloved Son. And he gave the task of announcing his birth - to an angel.

In an early hymn or creed, quoted by Paul in his first letter to his co-worker
Timothy, he notes that Jesus was seen by angels. This must be important
because it’s in a very short list of events that happened to our Saviour while he
was on earth. It’s verse 16 of the third chapter of 1 Timothy.

And King David wrote that we humans are only a little lower than the angels,
that we are crowned with glory and majesty. What a description to aspire to!
With His help, may we be what God created us to be.

Yours sincerely,
Hazel Taylor

A lady and her zimmer need a lift from Ashlyn Care Home (far
side of The Stow) some Sundays for church, and taking home
after coffee. She would be waiting in their foyer and could come
out to your car. Please see Rev Sam or Hazel if you can help.
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JMA REPORT
During the term September 2014 to August 2015, we had nine children collecting for JMA. We
collected £1514.66 over this period. This figure includes a tax rebate of £239.25 through Gift Aid.
The awards and certificates were kindly presented by Mrs. Doris Dougherty during the Sunday
service on 18th October 2015.

JMA record 2014-2015

Year of service Badge type
Chelsea Amankwaa
Year 1
New Collector 2015
Shaun Amankwaa
Year 1
New Collector 2015
Vaughn Mojzies
Year 1
New Collector 2015
Cherie West
Year 1
New Collector 2015
Newton West
Year 1
New Collector 2015
Morgan Kanio
Year 4
Annual 2015
Amelia Castle
Year 5
Annual 2015
Curtis Swamzy-Impraim Year 6
Annual 2015
Kirsty Mojzes
Year 6
Annual 2015

In 2015 September, we dropped down to five collectors. With the blessing of the Lord, we were
delighted to welcome six more young collectors in October. These new youngsters need all our
support and encouragement to guide them through this ongoing long term work.
Thank you very much to everyone for your continuous prayers, subscriptions, support, and
donations to the Junior Mission around the world and at home. Special thanks to the generous
donations with Gift Aid which helped to boost the total collection through tax rebate.
Kay Wong, JMA Secretary, November 2015.

Answers to the quiz on page 5
1. God with us – Matt 1:23
2. Her child is in Christ’s lineage – Matt 1:5
3. ‘Be afraid/fear’ Matt 1:20
4. Mary’s greeting/ the Holy Spirit
5. Gabriel – Luke 1:26
6. The House of Bread. It was the city of David –
Luke 2:4
7. To be registered in a Roman census Luke 2:1-5
8. ‘Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of
great joy….’ Luke 2:10
9. ‘But you Bethlehem, in the land of Judea… out
of you will come a ruler who will be the shepherd
of my people Israel.’ Matt 2:6
10. Massacre of the Innocents by Herod – Matt
2:18
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HARVEST FESTIVAL
For Harvest this year, the Mayfield Farm Bakery and School produced and donated a
special harvest loaf for us. It took 2½ hours to make and 120 separate pieces of dough and lots
and lots of patience to create our wheat sheaf.
The Mayfield Bakery was set up four years ago. Many bakers have their own traditions
and Mayfield’s includes a mouse hiding in the sheaf stems.
This loaf also went on a further journey to two other churches - Hatfield Heath United
Reform Church and St James & St Lukes at Staple Tye, for their harvest celebrations.
The flowers, tins of food and other produce, which had been donated, were then
distributed locally.
Margaret Mountsteven

Streets2Homes would like to thank you
and your congregation at St Andrew’s for
your kind donation of fresh produce that
were collected at your harvest festival.
As you know, your donation will be
used to help those who are homeless or
vulnerably housed that attend the centre.
Donations such as yours make a real
difference, not only to ease financial
burdens, but for the clients and staff at the
centre to know members of the
community are donating to help the
homeless means so much, and is good for
morale.
Thank you again,
Yours Sincerely, Kerrie Eastman
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SATURDAY COFFEE
6th

The rota is not available yet,
but we will be open each Saturday
except Boxing Day.

SUNDAY COFFEE
DECEMBER
Sylvia and Matt Franklin

13th

Cecilia & Alexis Mojzes

20th

Gay B. Hazel T. & Andrew P.

27th

Alison Brand and Joyce Fisher
JANUARY

3rd
10th

Sylvia and Matt Franklin
Cecilia & Alexis Mojzes

17th Hazel T, Andrew P. & Gay B.
24th Alison Brand and Joyce F.
31st Alison Brand and Joyce F.
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Wednesday

2nd

7.45pm

Area Meeting

Thursday

3rd

12.30pm

Friendship Group - at Gill’s home in Pilkingtons

SUNDAY

6th

10.30am

Morning worship on the second Sunday in Advent,
Holy Communion - Rev John Buxton

Monday

7th

2.00pm

Thursday

10th

12.30pm

Midweek Service - Jason Askew

SUNDAY

13th

10.30am

Morning Worship, Nativity Play and Toy Service
on the third Sunday in Advent

Saturday

19th

11.00am
12.15pm

Pop-in Prayers
Church Christmas Lunch

House Fellowship at Beth and John’s home in Mark Hall Moors

CHRISTMAS WEEK SERVICES
SUNDAY

20th

Christmas Eve

10.30am
6.30pm
11.15 pm

Morning Worship on the forth Sunday in Advent - Rev Sam
9 Carols and Lessons with Candlelight
Holy Communion

Christmas Day

10.30am

Family Service

SUNDAY

27th

10.30am
4.30pm

Morning Worship - Rev Sam
Farewell Service and Afternoon Tea for Rev Jason Askew
A HAEBEA service - everyone welcome.

Thursday

31st

11.30pm

Watchnight Service

THE COMING or ADVENT OF OUR SAVIOUR
The first Sunday of Advent is 29th November, with three more in December.
We follow the story of Christ from his foretelling in the Old Testament; his
cousin John the Baptist; angel messages and an unmarried mother-to-be.
The services will include the thoughts of hope, love, joy and peace.
The Advent wreath is a circular garland of evergreen branches representing
eternity. Candles are lit to remind us that Christ is the light of the world.
A PRAYER FOR ADVENT
Lord God, we light a candle to thank you for your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, who is the
light of the world. We who have sat in darkness have seen a great light, the light of Jesus
Christ, our salvation. We give you thanks and praise in Jesus' name, because he lives and
reigns with you in your glory, and in the unity of the Holy Spirit, Amen.
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SUNDAY

3rd

10.30am

Morning Worship, Covenant Service and Holy Communion Rev Sam
House Fellowship at Brenda’s home in Cook’s Spinney

Monday

4th

2.00pm

SUNDAY

10th

10.30am

Morning Worship Rev John Danso

Thursday

14th

12.30pm

Midweek Service - Rev John Buxton

Saturday

16th

SUNDAY

17th

11.00am
12.15pm
10.30am

Pop-in Prayers
Spud & Pud Lunch
Morning Worship - Family Service - Rev Sam

Thursday

21st

12.30pm

Friendship Group at the home of Margaret Torkildsen in East Park

SUNDAY

24th

10.30am

Morning Worship - Rev John Buxton

SUNDAY

31st

10.30am

Morning Worship - Rev Barbara Evans-Routley

A PRAYER FOR THE NEW YEAR

DAT

AR

Y

Spirit of mission and unity, renew in us a longing to see your Kingdom come, and
unite us in one mission to the world that we may grow together as one Body in
Christ our head, the Saviour of the world.
Protect us, dear Lord, from thoughts without action. Guard us from words without
feelings. Defend us from ideas without results, and surround us with your Presence.
Amen.
(We said this prayer together at the end of our Anniversary Service in October.)

FOR YOU D I
R
ES

Saturday 19th March following Spud and Pud - 2.00pm CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING

ST ANDREW’S OPEN WEEKEND - 21st & 22nd May
Mini-Fare, Pop-in Prayer, Special Service and lots more.

OUR MONTHLY THURSDAY SERVICE
Everyone is welcome to join us for our midweek service on the second Thursday
each month at 12.30pm. This is followed by soup and roll and time to chat.
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