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Dear Friends,
‘When fear knocks on your door, send faith to answer,’ said one preacher. What would
you do if someone began to push against you, attempting to throw you off a position that is
rightfully yours? How would you respond? Most people would lean into the weight and
push back. That's a posture of resistance. As believers, we must know when it's time to lean
with all our might against evil. But how?
Prayer is our great privilege and powerful weapon against Satan. The apostle Peter
wrote, "Resist him, steadfast in the faith" 1. Peter 5: 9. James echoed this teaching: "Submit to
God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you. Draw near to God and He will draw near to
you" James 4: 7- 8. We do that by persevering in prayer. On the surface, this form of
resistance may appear to be passive, but in practice, it is active, intentional, and powerful.
On 10th February, once again we begin the season of Lent: 40 days of Prayer and
Fasting. I urge you to pray faithfully each day throughout Lent, both as individuals, and as a
family at home.
The Methodist Church has no official guidelines on fasting but encourages it as a
private matter. John Wesley fasted twice a week. Fasting, or abstaining from activities such
as watching television, or our favourite foods are encouraged as a way of drawing closer to
God and to clear the mind.
When we really repent, we discover just how gracious and merciful is our Creator God
and we come to recognise his love and grace through repeated acts of generosity, worship,
forgiveness and service.
So together let us try our best to keep our hearts and minds open to the Lord, because
that is when we grow and change and become more Christlike.
Loving Father,
thank you for inviting us to come to you this Lent.
By your Spirit, help us to turn toward you,
to love you and our neighbours
and to work for justice and peace in your world,
in the power and spirit of the living Christ. Amen.
Yours in Christ,
Rev Sam.
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QUOTABLE QUOTES

Between the humble and contrite heart and the majesty of heaven there are no barriers. The
only password is prayer. - H Ballou
The Bible is a letter God has sent to us; prayer is a letter we send to him. - Matthew Henry
The pulse of prayer is praise. The heart of prayer is gratitude. The voice of prayer is obedience.
The arm of prayer is service. - William A Ward
It is not the number of books you read, nor the variety of sermons you hear, nor the amount of
religious conversation in which you mix, but it is the frequency and earnestness with which
you meditate on these things, till the truth in them becomes your own and part of your being,
that ensures your growth. - F W Robertson
Love seeks one thing only: the good of the one loved. It leaves all the other secondary effects to
take care of themselves. - Thomas Merton
Marriage is more than finding the right person; it is being the right person. - Anon
One plus one equals one may not be an accurate mathematical concept, but it is an accurate
description of God’s intention for the marriage relationship. - Wayne Mack
Miscellaneous observations on life…
The old forget, the young don’t know.
Adversity makes a man wise, not rich.
When a man grows angry, his reason rides out.
The one things that hurts more than paying income tax is not having to pay income tax.

IN MEMORIAM
We Remember
Rev Jim Gill who died 1st February 2009
Rev Harold Fisher who died 28th February 2012
Beti Evans who died 11th March 2013

OUR THANKS
After 49 years as helper, teacher or leader in our CRÈCHE AND SUNDAY SCHOOL
(as it was called in those days), Barbara Spencer has retired from the youth work in our
church. For the last 15 years she has been organiser and leader of our crèche and we will
miss her. At the service on 17th January we, as a congregation, thanked her, and presented
her with flowers and a gift.
Please let Hazel Taylor have contributions for the
APRIL/MAY MAGAZINE as early as possible
but it must be before THURSDAY 17th MARCH
either TYPED, WRITTEN or by EMAIL: magazine@standrewsharlow.org.uk
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The amounts raised for Action for Children so far since July are:
Action for Children Sunday (held in October) £139.11
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Action for Children

On 29th November 2015
Mya Renee Mensah born 9th August 2015
Daughter of Joe and Donna Mensah

On 29th November 2015,
Stella Yaa Yeboaa

On 9th January 2016
Obah and Felicia
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May God bless them and keep them,
and may the light of his love shine on them always.
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Heavenly Father,
we pray for those who live in fear, those who live in poverty, those who
live without hope. May they learn of your great love - love that gave your Son to die for
us, and rise again. We thank you for your love. May we and all your children love you in
return. In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.
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St Mark’s account of why Judas betrayed Jesus
While Jesus was in Bethany at the home of Simon the leper … there came a
woman with an alabaster vial of very costly perfume of pure nard; and she
broke the vial and poured it over His head. But some were indignantly
remarking to one another, ‘Why has this perfume been wasted? For this
perfume might have been sold for over three hundred denarii, and the money
given to the poor.’ And they were scolding her.
But Jesus said, ‘Let her alone; why do you bother her? She has done a good deed to me.
For you always have the poor with you, and whenever you wish you can do good to them;
but you do not always have me. She has done what she could; she has anointed my body
beforehand for the burial. Truly I say to you, whereever the gospel is preached in the whole
world, what this woman has done will also be spoken of in memory of her.’
Then Judas Iscariot, who was one of the twelve, went off to the chief priests in order to
betray Him to them.
St Mark 14: 3 - 10. NASB
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A clergyman was walking down the street when he came upon a group of
about a dozen boys, surrounding a small puppy. Concerned lest the boys
were hurting it, he went to investigate. One boy explained, "We just found
this puppy, and we all want him. So we've decided that whichever one of us
can tell the biggest lie will get to take him home."
The minister was taken aback. "Don't you boys know it's a sin to lie? Why,
when I was your age, I never told a lie.” There was dead silence for a
moment. The minister thought he had got through to them.
Then the smallest boy gave a deep sigh and said, "All right, give him the dog."
A man who had just undergone a very complicated operation kept complaining about a
bump on his head and a terrible headache. Since his operation had been an
intestinal one, the nurse was concerned. Finally she spoke to the doctor about it.
The doctor assured her, "Don't worry , he really does have a bump on his head.
About halfway through the operation, we ran out of anaesthetic."
Advert for a new minister: ‘Wages not high, but retirement benefits out of this world.’
This true story happened when a visiting preacher came to a little village chapel. He was
a few minutes into his sermon when, without warning, about twenty square feet of thick and
decayed Victorian plaster fell from high on one wall and crashed into a group of empty pews
below. As the dense fog of dust began to settle, and it became clear no one was injured, the
minister looked heavenward and in a slightly pained voice, asked: “Was it something I
said?”
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3rd Harlow Guides (St Andrew’s)
KATY RECEIVES HER AWARD
Members of the 3rd Harlow Guide troop celebrated
recently when Katy Briant, 14, was presented with the
Baden Powell Challenge Award. She had to give up
her own time to volunteer, raise money, research and
write documents as well as attend weekend
challenges.
Katy is in this photo with her troop leader, Judith Ball.
Liz Ball, the last person in 3rd Harlow Guides to
receive the award says, ‘Katy completed her Baden
Powell Award, which is the highest award a Guide
can get, and it is very hard to win! We are very proud
of her!’

SPUD & PUD LUNCHES
Please join us for Spud & Pud lunches one Saturday a month at 12.15pm.
Menu
Jacket Potato, choice of four fillings, cheese, Baked Beans, Tuna or Ham.
Delightful choice of puddings, made & donated by the ladies. Tea or Coffee to follow.
Price £5.00 - what a bargain.
Please put the dates in your diary or calendar.
13th February 2016
16th April 2016
19th March 2016
21st May 2016 (with Stall)
There is a list in the main hall every month, so please sign up, to help us with catering.
We look forward to seeing you there.
Rev Sam, Hilda & Jean.

Rudolf and Gisela would like to thank all the wonderful church
friends who sent us a Christmas card. We were quite
overwhelmed. Those cards brought us real joy.
BIBLE STUDY - learning together From mid February 2016, our Bible Study will follow the Lent ‘ROOTS’ resources.
Jesus is the centre of our studies in Luke. You can find the references for each week’s
study in the Church Worship and Preaching Plan.
(You can take a copy, it’s available from the church foyer, a pink sheet this quarter.)
Everyone is welcome - we would like new people to join us. We are a small, informal
group who meet in the Chapel, at 7.30pm each Tuesday,
using the car park entrance to the church.
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On the 20th January, Harlow churches held
a joint service at St James with St Luke’s.
About 40 people shared in the service,
prepared by Christians in Latvia this year.
Rev Brian Surtees was the preacher and
people from a number of churches took part.
Towards the end of the service, we each lit a
candle and placed it on the table with all the
other candles, to represent one light, made
up of many Christian denominations.
We shared a lovely breakfast and happy
conversations with old friends or new
acquaintances, after the service.

A coach is going to
Westminster Central Hall for Daffodil Day
on Monday 7th March.
More details from Margaret Torkildsen.
Contact her as soon as possible if you are
interested in going.

Hazel Taylor

NESTA HAS A GREAT GRANDSON!
Corey Leon Eley was born on
17th November 2015 and weighed 6lb 4oz.
Our congratulations to Nesta and his parents,
Sian Savill and Andy Eley.
May God’s blessing rest on each one of them.
(Apologies for not putting this note in the last magazine)

STREETS2HOMES PROJECT
The church was approached last year to participate in the project to provide overnight
shelter for the homeless people in Harlow registered with Streets2Homes. This was on the
basis of each church providing one nights accommodation each week for the month of
January. Sleeping bags and camp beds would be provided and the church had to provide
the accommodation, food for a light meal in the evening and at least two people to supervise
the event overnight each week.
Volunteers were asked to help by being at the church during the evening from 6.30pm
to 9.00pm to help with the food and to provide companionship to the guests. We only had
two volunteers for the overnight stay.
We had 4 guests the first Monday evening who enjoyed soup and mince pies and a
warm bed for the night, whilst the second Monday night saw six guests but only two of the
guests from the week before. The second week guests were provided with a meal.
The overnight stays have gone well, being uneventful though the snoring can be
somewhat loud. The guests have been younger men who have been polite and grateful for
the warmth, food and accommodation provided.
David Swindale
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EDITOR’S LETTER
Dear Friends,
This magazine covers the six weeks of Lent, which begins on Wednesday 10th February,
and Easter. We will celebrate Easter quite early this year - Easter Day is the 27th March.
The date of Easter Sunday is calculated using a calendar that is based both on the Sun and
the Moon and takes place “on the first Sunday after the Paschal Full Moon”. Because the
Gregorian calendar is based on the Sun only, the date of Easter changes from year to year. The
earliest that Easter Day can possibly fall is March 22nd, though this is very rare, occurring
most recently in 1818 and next is in 2285. The next earliest date is March 23rd, as it was in 2008
and this will not happen again until 2160, so none of us will be around to see either of these!
At our Covenant Service, on 3rd January, Rev Sam gave out daffodil bulbs for us to plant
and bring back in their pots on Palm Sunday, 20th March. As they grow, we can wonder at
the miracle involved in the growth of something as simple and yet so complex, as a bulb.
As I think of Palm Sunday, I can picture the crowds, cheering and happy as they
accompany Jesus into Jerusalem. And as Jesus heard the adulation, did the shadow of another
shouting crowd echo in his mind? A few days later, strident voices called for his crucifixion.
And so, as Easter approaches, shall we hear the well-known story with fresh ears, and
listen for the Holy Spirit's voice, leading us into a new understanding of God's love for us.

The Beatles’ song ‘All you need is love’ is very fitting for February, as we mark St
Valentines’ Day. If love is all we need, what does real love look like?
Paul describes it like this: ‘Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it
is not proud. It does not dishonour others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it
keeps no record of wrongs. Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. It
always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. Love never fails.’
(1 Corinthians 13: 4-8).
Love is unconditional: The agenda of one bride on her wedding day was ‘aisle-altar-hymn’
(think about it!). Entering into love on the basis of changing the other person is dangerous!
Paul talks about loving unconditionally, rooted in our experience of God’s love through
Christ for us: ‘We love, because he first loved us.’ (1 John 4:19).
Love is forgiving: According to the film Love Story, ‘Love means never having to say
you’re sorry.’ This is rarely true in our experience! According to Paul, love is saying you are
sorry and hearing that you are forgiven. Love ‘keeps no record of wrongs’. We can only
forgive as God forgives us, and who does so from the arms of Jesus stretched wide in love
on the cross.
Love is sacrificial: Paul describes love as not selfish or self-seeking, but selfless and selfsacrificial. It is a love that puts the needs of the other person first. Take the words from
1 Corinthians and instead of the word love, substitute your own name. Now substitute the
word Jesus. This is the Jesus who is available to you to make your love for others grow that
will bring true Valentines’ joy!
Rev Paul Hardingham, Parish Pump
7

SUNDAY COFFEE
Volunteers please contact
Cecilia Mojzes

SATURDAY COFFEE
Volunteers please contact
Rev Sam on 07956 290011
or Margaret T.

7th

Weeks one and two
organised by Rev Sam

FEBRUARY
Sylvia and Matt Franklin

14th

Cecilia & Alexis Mojzes

21st

Gay B. Hazel T. & Andrew P.

28th

Alison Brand and Joyce Fisher

Weeks three and four

MARCH

organised by Margaret Torkildsen

6th Sylvia and Matt Franklin
13th Cecilia & Alexis Mojzes

Week five

20th Hazel T, Andrew P. & Gay B.

Organised by the church Youth Group

27th Alison Brand and Joyce F.
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Our grateful thanks to all who provide our church flowers throughout the year.
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Monday

1st

2.00pm

House Fellowship at Brenda Roberts' home in Cook’s Spinney

Wednesday

3rd

7.30pm

HAEBEA Executive Meeting

Thursday

4th

12.30pm

Friendship Group - at Hazel’s home in Ladyshot

SUNDAY

7th

10.30am

Morning Worship and Holy Communion - Rev John Buxton

LENT BEGINS on WEDNESDAY 10th FEBRUARY
Thursday

11th

12.30pm

Midweek Service - Rev Kathryn Taylor

Saturday

13th

12.15pm

Spud and Pud Lunch

SUNDAY

14th

10.30am

Morning Worsip on the first Sunday in Lent - led by our Youth
Group, preacher - Rev Christian Okeke, Hospital Chaplain, Harlow

Saturday

20th

11.00am

Pop-in Prayers

SUNDAY

21st

10.30am

Morning Worship - Rev Sam + Gideons

SUNDAY

28th

10.30am
12.15pm

Morning Worship - Mrs Christine Ripley
Ghanaian Fellowship

FOOD STANDARDS RATING
FOR OUR CHURCH

NEW CRÈCHE LEADER

We thank Alberta Annobil
who has offered to become
our new
Sunday Crèche Leader.
If you could help her either
regularly or occasionally,
please talk to her in church or
phone her.

We had our kitchens checked by
the Hygiene Standards Rating team on
14th January and we received the
TOP MARK of a 5 RATING.
Our thanks to all who worked hard
to achieve this.
Please help us to keep our kitchens
clean and tidy by clearing up when
you have used them.
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Wednesday

2nd

7.45pm

HAEBEA Worship and Training at Hoddesdon Methodist Church

Thursday

3rd

12.30pm

Friendship Group - At the home of Margaret Mountsteven in Harefield

Friday

4th

10.30am

Women’s World Day of Prayer Service at St Paul’s, The High

Saturday

5th

5.00pm

Jason Munday Concert

SUNDAY

6th

10.30am

Wednesday

9th

7.45pm

Thursday

10th

12.30pm
7.30pm

Midweek Service - Mr Michael Fischer
St Andrew’s Property and Finance Meeting

SUNDAY

13th

10.30am

Morning Worship - Mr Michael Fischer

Monday

14th

2.00pm

Saturday

19th

11.00am
12.15pm
2.00pm

Pop-in Prayers
Spud and Pud Lunch
CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING

SUNDAY

20th

10.30am

All-Age Worship on Palm Sunday - Mr David Swindale

Morning Worship on Mothering Sunday, with Holy Communion
Rev Sam
HAEBEA Area Meeting at Christ Church , Waltham Cross

House Fellowship at Beth and John Hutchings' home in Mark Hall Moors

HOLY WEEK 21st - 27th
MAUNDY Thursday
GOOD FRIDAY

7.30pm
10.30am

Service of Holy Communion
Service of Worship

EASTER SUNDAY
8.30am
9.15 - 10.00am
10.30am

Holy Communion - Rev John Buxton
Breakfast
Morning Worship and Holy Communion

Thursday

Friendship Group meet at the Toby Restaurant

31st

12.25pm

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

D
YO A

R
TES F O R Y
DI A
UR

At ST ANDREW’S
Saturday 14th May at 3.30pm
Service to celebrate John Wesley Green’s 50 years as an
Accredited Saturday and Sunday 21st & 22nd May.
ST ANDREW’S OPEN WEEKEND
Saturday and Sunday 21st & 22nd May.
Mini Fare and a Meal together on Saturday;
Special Service and lots more.
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