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Dear Friends,
“After darkness, light. After Winter, Spring. After dying, life! Alleluia!
Take his body down, lay it in the tomb, love has overcome! Alleluia!”
When Fred Pratt Green penned those words for a hymn in 1978, he meant to say that the
power of God works for good even in the midst of those things which are pretty bad, and that
God’s love will win out even over those things which are unequivocally dark. With a view to our
world today, he might well have added, “After sickness, health. After virus, strength!” and we
would all have wanted to say, “Alleluia,” to that.
To say that this past year has been a challenge is certainly an understatement. A malicious
virus, which first drove us into lockdown on March 23rd twelve months ago, has circumnavigated the globe, and its effects have been tragic. As I write these words, the global count for lives
lost to covid 19 is 2,600,504 and the same count for the UK is 124,566. Those numbers are the
worst of it, but they do not count the cost of all of it. According to an article in the Evening
Standard on Dec 24th, 2020, the global financial cost of the pandemic for that year was about £5
trillion pounds, representing the deepest recession since WW2, nearly three times as costly as the
2008 credit crunch, and equivalent to the annual economic output of Germany and France
combined. You can question the accuracy of those numbers, but it is hard to question the validity
of the point. On top of this, businesses have gone bankrupt, jobs have been lost, domestic
violence has increased, education has been missed, and people have been isolated in large
numbers the world-over.
Of course, this pandemic is not the first of its kind, or indeed the worst of its kind. The 1918
flu is estimated to have killed 50 million people and, in the Bible, there are enough disasters of
one kind or another to make your eyes water. The flood, the plagues, the wars, the exile, the
religious persecution and, of course, the crucifixion of Christ himself, all add up to a great deal of
death and a seemingly unbearable amount of suffering. However, for people of faith, all of these
things can be faced with a belief that God has not deserted us, a conviction that Christ will be
victorious and a vocation that requires us to serve.
With a view to that faith, conviction and vocation, churches like ours all over the world have
done their best during this pandemic to be Christ-like. We have followed government rules not
only because it would have been illegal not to, but also because the law of Christian love has
required us to. We have followed regulations with respect to hygiene, mask wearing, and social
distancing because we have understood that these regulations save lives. We have closed our
buildings, Zooming our worship and our Bible Studies. We have done children’s work via the
internet. We have cared for one another by Whatsapp, telephone, post and prayer. Many
churches have found bold new ways to share the gospel by hosting Food Banks or offering
telephone counselling, and all the while we have tried to notice and marvel at the daily signs of
new life and God’s presence. Daffodils are now in full bloom.
Now that we are coming to what we hope will be the beginning of the end of it, it happens
that it is also the time to proclaim the Easter message, that Christ has risen over all the powers of
death. That message sheds redemptive light on all that we have been through and eternal hope
on all that is before us. Again from Fred Pratt Green:
“After darkness, light. After Winter, Spring. After dying, life! Alleluia!
Come whatever may, God will have his way; welcome, Easter Day! Alleluia! ”
In and with the love of our risen Lord, Rev Blair
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QUOTABLE QUOTES
The empty tomb of Christ has been the cradle of the church. – WR Nicoll
The Christian church has the resurrection written all over it. – E G Robinson
Christianity is the revelation of God, not the research of man. – J A Stewart
There is not a single pessimistic note anywhere in the New Testament after the resurrection.
– Andrew W Blackwood
It is the person who most knows himself liable to fall that will be most ready to overlook any
offences from his fellow men. – Alexander Auld
Those who say they will forgive but can’t forget, simply bury the hatchet but leave the
handle out for immediate use. – D L Moody
Swallowing of pride seldom leads to indigestion.
When we take least notice of our good deeds ourselves, God takes most notice of them.
– Matthew Henry
It’s easier to fight for one’s principles than to live up to them.
Some people’s religion reminds me of a rocking-horse, which has motion without progress.
– Rowland Hill
Even if you are on the right track, you’ll get run over if you just sit there.
A true story Several years ago, a notice appeared on the vestry noticeboard of a church in Hampshire,
after a Holy Week performance of Stainer’s ‘Crucifixion’.
The choirmaster wrote “The Crucifixion – well done, everyone!’ Later that day, someone had
added, ‘The Resurrection – well done, God!’

Risen Lord,

PR

AYER

Your triumph on Easter Day is our life-blood. Help us to trust in you. When life
seems hard and our faith is small, hold us within your love and show us a path
to tread.
We pray for those who struggle with health problems, low self-esteem,
addictions, depression and fear. May they know your presence.
We give thanks for our church, our families and our friends.
We give thanks for the Bible and pray that as we study it, we will
follow you more closely.

In the name of Jesus, our Lord and Saviour,
Amen.
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We have FOUR ZOOM BIBLE STUDIES TO CHOOSE FROM.
The details are on page 11.

IN LOVING MEMORY
of Elsie Steel who died on 15th March 2021
aged 102.
IN LOVING MEMORY
on the anniversary of those who have died
Gwen Arrell - 27th April 2019
Doris Dougherty - 19th April 2020

Our thanks to BETH HUTCHINGS
who has been a Communion Steward
for many years and has now retired.

For God so loved the world,
that he gave his only begotten
Son, that whoever believes in
him shall not perish, but have
eternal life.
This is the most famous verse in the
Bible - John 3: 16.

DEADLINE FOR NEXT MAGAZINE -
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Signs seen outside churches ….
* Free Trip to heaven. Details Inside!
* Searching for a new look? Have your faith lifted here! Hours are long and the pay is low.
But the retirement benefits are out of this world.
Thoughts to ponder ….
In order to keep a true perspective of one’s importance, everyone should have a dog to
worship him and a cat to ignore him.
The trouble with doing something right the first time is that nobody appreciates how
difficult it was.
Divine Intervention?
A little boy was playing outside with his mother’s broom in the garden. That night his
mother realised her broom was still missing and asked her son to go out and bring it in.
When the little boy confessed he was afraid of the dark, his mother tried to comfort him:
‘The Lord is out there too, don’t be afraid.’
Hesitantly, the little boy opened the back door and peered out. He called softly: ‘Lord,
please will you pass me the broom?’
An inexperienced curate was sent to do a graveside burial for a homeless man with no
family or friends. Not knowing where the cemetery was, he made several wrong turns and
got lost. When he eventually arrived, the hearse was nowhere in sight, and the workmen
were sitting under a tree eating lunch.
When the curate looked into the open grave and even found the vault lid was already in
place, he felt very guilty. The homeless man deserved something, even though it was late.
And so, the curate delivered an impassioned burial service, sending the deceased into the
great beyond in some style. The workmen looked on in silence, but as the curate returned to
his car, he overheard one of the workmen remark: ‘I’ve been putting in septic tanks for 20
years and I’ve never seen anything like that before!’

All updates on church information are on our
CHURCH WEBSITE www.standrewsharlow.org.uk
If you get an old version at first, press the F5 key to refresh.
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Easter Wings
by GEORGE HERBERT
Lord, who createdst man in wealth and store,
Though foolishly he lost the same,
Decaying more and more,
Till he became
Most poore:
With thee
O let me rise
As larks, harmoniously,
And sing this day thy victories:
Then shall the fall further the flight in me.
My tender age in sorrow did beginne
And still with sicknesses and shame.
Thou didst so punish sinne,
That I became
Most thinne.
With thee
Let me combine,
And feel thy victorie:
For, if I imp my wing on thine,
Affliction shall advance the flight in me.

GEORGE HERBERT
1593 - 1633
Nestled in the age of Shakespeare and Milton
is the literary stalwart George Herbert, poet
and Church of England clergyman. Herbert's
poetry would influence fellow poets
The layout of this poem is the first thing that
strikes the reader. When it was first published
in 1633 it was formatted sideways on adjacent
pages, with the lines arranged to form the
shape of a bird’s wings. Herbert wasn’t the
first person to write such a poem: the classical
poet Simmias of Rhodes had done so nearly
2,000 years before. Nor, for that matter, was
Herbert the first English poet to write a poem
in the shape of wings: Stephen Hawes had
written ‘A Pair of Wings’ over a century before
Herbert. But Herbert certainly helped to
popularise the writing of ‘concrete poetry’
among English poets.

George Herbert was born in Montgomeryshire into a distinguished Anglo-Welsh family,
elected a fellow at Trinity College Cambridge at the age of 22 years. He became MP for
Montgomery in 1624, aged 32. Under the influence of John Donne he was encouraged away
from court life into the church, which he entered shortly after his marriage to Jane Danvers.
In his role as country parson, George was noted for his humility and popularity.
When he realised he was dying of consumption when he was 39, he sent his poems to a
friend. He is buried at St Andrew’s Church in Bemerton, Wiltshire, where he served as
rector.
Below is one of the many hymns he wrote.
Nancie Vogel and Hazel Taylor
Teach me my God and King,
in all things thee to see,
and what I do in anything,
to do it as for thee.

A servant with this clause
makes drudgery divine;
who sweeps a room, as for thy laws,
makes that and the action fine.

For those who look on glass
on it may stay the eye;
or if it pleases, through it pass,
and then the heaven espy.

This is the famous stone
that turneth all to gold
for that which God doth touch and own
cannot for less be told.

All may of thee partake:
nothing can be so mean,
with which this tincture, ‘For thy sake’
will not grow bright and clean.
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SUNDAY SERVICES - if we are worshipping in church,
please read the following before you come to a service
We are required to have
1. one-way system - so entry through Howard Way doors, and doors open
during the services, so it is cold in church. Please wear warm clothing.
2. a steward will keep a list of those attending for track and trace purposes,
3. a hand-sanitise station is on the left of entry door, or access to toilets for handwashing,
4.. a church steward will show you to seat, starting from the front. You must not
change to a different seat.
5. exit will be by front right hand church door, through fire-door in corridor to
the car park or along the corridor and back out the Howard Way door.
6. You must wear a mask during your time on church premises.
Please note
Don’t come to church if you have any sign of any transmittable illness.
Social-distancing is required at all times - please observe if using toilets.
It will be cold in church, due to open doors. Please wrap up warmly.
Adults must only use the adults’ toilets near the Howard Way entrance or the
disabled toilet.
Children must only use the children’s toilets near the back door.
We are not allowed to sing in church.
Your offering will be by using the box by the entrance or exit doors.
There will be no coffee or refreshments served.
The services will be relayed electronically via Zoom for those who wish/need to
stay at home. You can get the link from Rev Blair.

After the Sabbath ended, at the first light of dawn, Mary Magdalene and
the other Mary went to take a look at the tomb. Suddenly, the earth shook
violently beneath their feet as the angel of God descended from heaven.
Then the angel walked up to the tomb, rolled away the stone and sat on top
of it!
‘There’s no reason to be afraid. I know you’re here looking for Jesus, who was
crucified. He isn’t here - he has risen victoriously, just as he said! Come inside the
tomb and see the place where our Lord was lying. Then run and tell his disciples that
he has risen from the dead!
They rushed to tell his disciples, and their hearts were filled with fear, awe and great
joy at the same time. Along the way Jesus suddenly appeared.
‘Rejoice!’ he said, ‘Throw off all your fears.’ (TPT)
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Dear Friends,
It was a dangerous time in Jerusalem; the
Passover Festival, so crowds were around
from near and far. The Jewish leaders were
always jittery at this time and the Roman
occupiers didn’t like the crowds at a Jewish
holiday. Pilate, the governor of Judea, would
be glad when it was all over. And then there
was the trial of this holy healer. And, of
course, everything had to be speeded up so it
was all out of the way before the Sabbath. At
last the three prisoners were dead and taken
away from Golgotha, so Pilate could relax.
Except that his wife’s dream still bothered
him. She never interfered in his work, but
with this Jewish healer she’d told him not to
have anything to do with ‘this righteous
man’. That phrase still bothered him.
Then the Pharisees came to Pilate, and
asked him to supply guards at the tomb of
the confounded man. Something to do with
rumours that he would come back to life after
three days. The Jews were worried that his
friends would sneak in and take his body
away. And more rumours would spread in
Jerusalem.
But Pilate had had enough. He just
wanted to forget the dead holy man.
‘Set your own guard,’ he told them. ‘Then
you can make the tomb as secure as you like.’
And they did. They put a huge heavy
stone across the opening and sealed it in
place, then guarded it day and night.
But that didn’t stop an earthquake and
God’s angel rolling the stone away and then
sitting on it.

EASTER DAWN
by Hazel Taylor

Dawn garden,
footprints in the sand,
‘He’s risen’ an angel says.
The women fear,
then full of doubt,
‘He’s risen?’
‘But we saw him die.
Here, the spices!
Alive! Our Lord alive?’
‘Look, an empty tomb,
just grave-clothes left behind.
Go now and tell his brethren.
Rejoice, he lives again.’
And on the road,
with outstretched arms,
their Saviour meets with them.
They worship him,
their risen Lord,
their fear dispelled at last.

Wishing you Easter Joy always,
Hazel Taylor
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EASTER MORNING - THE OTHER MARY
As the traditional Easter story is rehearsed again this month, you may notice that there is
one name that frequently occurs. It is that of the ‘other’ Mary – not the mother of Jesus, but
Mary of Magdalene, who stood by her at the cross and became the first human being actually
to meet the risen Christ.
That’s quite a record for a woman who, the Gospels tell us, had been delivered by Jesus
from ‘seven devils’ – New Testament language for some dark and horrible affliction of body,
mind or spirit. As a result, her devotion to Him was total and her grief at His death
overwhelming.
In church history Mary Magdalene became the ‘fallen woman’ a harlot who was rescued
and forgiven by Jesus but there is no evidence to prove she was a ‘fallen woman’ but the
contrast is sublime, Mary the virgin mother, the symbol of purity. Mary Magdalene, the
scarlet woman who was saved and forgiven, the symbol of redemption. Surely, we all fall
somewhere between those two extremes.
The dark cloud from which she was delivered may have been sexual, we are not told.
What we do know is that the two Marys stood together at the cross, the Blessed Virgin and the
woman rescued from who knows what darkness and despair.
The second great moment for her was as unexpected as it was momentous. She had gone
with other women to the tomb of Jesus and found it empty. An angelic figure told them that
Jesus was not there, He had risen – and the others drifted off. But Mary stayed, reluctant to
leave it like that. She became aware of a man nearby, whom she took to be the gardener. She
explained to Him that the body of ‘her Lord’ had been taken away and she didn’t know where
to find Him.
The man simply said her name ‘Mary’ and she instantly realised it was Jesus. She made to
hug Him, but He told her not to touch Him because his resurrection was not yet complete. She
was, however, to go to the male disciples and tell them she had met Him. She did – but they
couldn’t believe her.
Her words – ‘I have seen the Lord’ – echo down the centuries, the very beating heart of the
Christian gospel.
Parish Pump

EASTER OFFERING

For over 100 years Methodist women have sought to support Overseas Missions.
Beginning with a one penny a week from individual women the movement has now
grown nationally into the Easter Offering given in envelopes which have been available
in each Methodist Church for giving to The Fund for World Mission. For some years now
Methodist Women in Britain has designed and organised Easter Offering materials for
each Methodist Church and an Easter Offering Dedication Service which is held within
circuits/areas to receive and celebrate gifts before the money is sent to The Fund for
World Mission.
Last year Churches were closed due to the pandemic so no Easter Offering was held. This
year our Church will reopen on Easter Sunday, albeit with Covid safe rules in place.
Easter Offering envelopes will be available and also distributed in the new Church
Magazines. Any gifts will be collected by the Treasurer on April 4th and 11th or even
later, and there may be an Easter Offering Dedication Service at a later date. Please be
generous as Overseas Mission urgently needs our support.
Margaret Torkildsen.
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CHRISTIAN AID WEEK 2021
Christian Aid Week 2021 is on 10th -16th May. St. Andrew’s Church traditionally
supports the event with Envelopes’ Collection, Christian Aid Lunch and Christian
Aid Coffee Morning. Under the current lock-down lifting roadmap, Christian Aid
Lunch and Coffee Morning cannot take place.
In 2020, St. Andrew’s donation for Christian Aid Week amounted to £800.00, plus
Gift Aid tax rebate of £177.50. We are very grateful to everyone for their effort and
kind contributions. In particular a big thank you to those who made further
donations, took extra miles to inform us of your online contributions and mailed
your cheques to us through the post. We hope we can achieve something similar this
year.
Droughts are now more frequent and more intense due to the climate crisis. Local
mother Rose and her family, and millions of people in Kenya, are struggling to get
enough food and water. Your gift could help a community build an earth dam, so
when the rains do come, they will have the water they need to live. People like Rose
need every last drop to survive the drought.
Please pray for the Christian Aid teams who work with some of the world’s most
vulnerable communities in 29 countries to save lives and support people in the long
term.
Christian Aid Week Organisers
Kay Wong & Susan McKenzie
17th March 2021.

Your New Offertory Envelopes are on their way
The new year (starting April) is nearly upon us, and those relying on the traditional
Offertory Envelopes to make their weekly donations to the church will be pleased to
know that their new envelope packs are being hand delivered to them by a group of
dedicated volunteers. Or, if you prefer, these can be collected from the Envelope
Scheme Secretary after Sunday service at the back car park, since the church reopens for
Sunday service from Easter onwards.
Those members with envelope numbers between 51 and 60 will notice that their
numbers have been reassigned this year. Due to the success of our appeal to urge
members to change their payment method to direct bank transfer in response to the
pandemic situation, we are pleased to tell you that we can now order fewer envelope
packs. This helps the church to save a little bit of money, and helps us to play our part
in saving the rain forest.
If you are not on the envelope scheme and would like to join, please contact me, the
Envelope Scheme Secretary. Conversely, if you are on the scheme but have changed
over to direct bank transfers and no longer require envelopes, please also let me know,
so that I can assign the envelopes to somebody else. Thank you for your help.
Andrew Wong
Envelope Scheme Secretary
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Linda Muvaka and Erica Owusu-Boateng have
been appointed as Creche helpers.
We thank them and all who help and also
Alberta Morrison who organizes the rota.
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Our Sunday Club Leader, Joanne Castle has asked
for offers to help with our young people’s work.
This can be on a rota basis. Please phone or email
her or Rev Blair for more information, if you would
like to consider helping our church grow.

When we return to in-church worship, our Communion Stewards will be Margaret Nunoo,
Maameyaa Okyere and Juliet Arthur.
Welcome Stewards will be Juliet Arthur, Margaret Nunoo, Patience Assiedu-Offei & Bob Taylor.

Our SAFEGUARDING OFFICER is Joanne Castle
Our FIRST AID TEAM LEADER is Susan McKenzie
Our WORSHIP RESOURCER is Ian Malcolm
Our IT OFFICERS are David Swindale, Lloyd Annobil
and Ruzive Mhiribidi
The flower rota for the rest of the year is on the notice
board in the corridor. Please add your name if you
want to provide flowers or see Margaret or Hazel.

MAY
2nd
9th
16th
23rd
30th

Please let Hazel or
Margaret know if you
would like to provide
flowers in May.

Flowers:
contact Margaret Mountsteven
or Hazel

Please let one of the above have the money and any colour preferences
two weeks before your flower date.
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APRIL DIARY

BIBLE STUDIES ON ZOOM
Contact Rev Blair for Zoom links
ALTERNATE SUNDAYS - 6pm - Family Bible Study - children welcome.
MONDAY 12noon - Re-starts 12th April. Eat your lunch
as you share in a Bible discussion. Rev Blair leads.
TUESDAY 7.15 for 7.30pm - Led by David Swindale.
THURSDAY 7.00pm - Led by Fred Arthur

WE ARE BACK
WORSHIPPING IN CHURCH
FROM 4th APRIL and

SUNDAY CLUB
FROM 11th April

also on ZOOM

10.30am
in St Andrew’s

CRÈCHE - when
we are in church
GOOD FRIDAY 2nd

A

ZOOM only Service - Rev Blair Kirkby

EASTER DAY BACK IN CHURCH PLEASE READ THE COVID INSTRUCTIONS ON PAGE 8

P
R

10.30am

Our services in April will be in CHURCH and also on ZOOM
SUNDAY

4th

10.30am

EASTER Morning Worship - Rev Blair Kirkby

A
P
R

I

SUNDAY

11th

10.30am

Morning Worship - Rev John Buxton

SUNDAY

18th

10.30am

Morning Worship - Mr Ruzive Mhiribidi

I

L

SUNDAY

25th

10.30am

Morning Worship - Mrs Susan Swindale

L

NO SATURDAY OR SUNDAY COFFEE OR SPUD AND PUD LUNCHES
11

SUNDAY CLUB
if we are in
CHURCH 10.30am.
If not, on ZOOM
on SUNDAY S
3 - 4pm Primary
4 - 5pm Older group

MAY DIARY
CRÈCHE - if we
are in church

M

M

A

A

Y

SUNDAY

2nd

10.30am

Morning Worship - Rev Blair Kirkby

SUNDAY

9th

10.30am

Morning Worship - Mrs Efua Koi-Larbi

Y

CHRISTIAN AID WEEK - 10th to 16th MAY see page 9 for details

M Saturday

15th

11.00am

Possibly Pop-in Prayers in church

16th

10.30am

Morning Worship - Rev John Buxton

Saturday 22nd

2.30pm

SUNDAY 23rd

10.30am

Morning Worship for PENTECOST - Mr Frederick Arthur

SUNDAY

10.30am

Morning Worship on TRINITY SUNDAY - Mrs Susan Swindale

SUNDAY

A
Y

30th

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING - IN CHURCH unless problems

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
PENTECOST SUNDAY - 23rd MAY
From Acts 2: 18 - 21, part of Peter’s Pentecost Sermon. (TPT)
‘The Holy Spirit will come upon all my servants, men and women alike, and they will
prophesy. I will reveal startling signs and wonders in the sky above and mighty miracles
on the earth below. For the sun will be turned dark and the moon blood-red before that
great and awesome appearance of the day of the Lord. But everyone who calls on the
name of the Lord will be saved.’

Sunday 27th June - 10.30am
A Service of Adult Baptism and Confirmation.

Saturday 3rd July - 2.30pm
Church Council Meeting
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